
Bushmills Inn
Northern Ireland

BY KALYANI PRASHER

THE CHARM
At some places, luxury lies in the 

location; at others in more 

material things—at Bushmills Inn 

though, luxury is definitely in the 

air, in its ambience. The stone and 

wooden hotel looks straight out of 

the 19th century and I can imagine 

genteel ladies with diamond 

brooches set carefully on 

cashmere cardigans walking 

about. Men in hats, stewards with 

candelabras—that is the kind of 

magical ambience this small hotel 

evokes. And then I meet them! A 

cruise ship has docked at Belfast, 

which is only 80 km away, and  

AT A GLANCE
Address: 9 Dunluce 
Road, Bushmills, 
County Antrim, 
Northern Ireland
Tel: +44 28 2073 
3000; mail@
bushmillsinn.com
Price: Starting £200 
for Garden View Suite
Verdict: A wonderful, 
luxurious, countryside 
experience

Northern Ireland, where there is 

a separate vegetarian menu—

that’s right, three courses of no 

meat and quite a few options 

too. All of this can be had at the 

restaurant which has lovely 

outdoor garden seating as well 

as cosy and warm indoors with 

wooden interiors.

THE ACCESS
The ambience is good, the food 

is super, but the best part of 

Bushmills Inn is the location. It 

is the ideal place to stay if you 

want to visit Old Bushmills 

Distillery, of course, but it’s also 

walking distance from the lovely 

Dunluce Castle that hangs on 

the edge of a mountain looking 

out at sea, and Bushmills Inn is 

also just a short drive from the 

biggest attraction in the 

county—the Giant’s Causeway. 

I won’t be surprised if the word 

quaint got its definition from this 

little hamlet of Bushmills. It is so 

small and so pretty—white 

bungalows topped with grey sloping 

roofs, complete with beautiful red 

flowers in the windows—that it 

seems impossible that this village 

hides within… a whiskey distillery, 

of all the things that one can 

imagine. The Old Bushmills 

Distillery is definitely the big 

attraction here but my destination 

is the quieter and more luxurious—

Bushmills Inn boutique hotel.  

What better place to sample some 

fine Irish whiskey than at one of  

the top-rated Irish hotels?

a group of rich old whiskey-loving 

people have chosen to stay at 

Bushmills Inn. The whiskey is 

served in the Gas Bar, which is still 

lit by gasoline lights and is 

warmed by a real fireplace in the 

cold evenings.

THE ROOM
Though all the rooms are well 

appointed and spacious, I would 

recommend the split-level Garden 

View Suite. Assuming you are not 

staying for more than a night or 

two, it’s well worth the extra 

money—spread romantically over 

two floors, with the bed upstairs 

alongside a big bathroom and  

a large living space and another 

full bathroom downstairs. There is 

a walk-in closet and a handy 

Nespresso machine in the room. 

The curtains are thick, the sofas 

plush, the bed soft, the design 

delightfully old world.

THE FOOD
The highlight of your stay here 

though, above the ambience, will 

be food. This is the place to order 

the catch of the day pan fried, or 

order the grilled prawns from the 

local waters. Their Ulster beef is 

delicious, but do ask for the 

specials of the day which are not 

on the menu. Vegetarians will be 

happy to know, that this is one of 

the few places I encountered in 

Aalia Hotel  
and Resort
Haridwar

BY TINKU RAY

ACCOMMODATION
There are 12 separate villas with  

3 spacious rooms within them, the 

Chila, Garden, and River suites. 

Each has its own terrace or a 

garden. The Aalia villas are special 

as they can also be rented as self-

contained units, and have a living 

room, dining room, library and 

kitchen. Many of the rooms have 

direct views of the River Ganga. 

FOOD AND BEVERAGES
There is just one restaurant, and 

the menu has a limited choice of 

dishes. But Chef Vikas’s food is 

well prepared and tasty. I 

AT A GLANCE
Address: Aalia Hotel 
& Resort, near Rajaji 
National Park, Chila 
Range, Shyampur 
Noamabad, Haridwar, 
Uttarakhand. Website: 
www.aalia.net  
Tel: (0) 98999 75469.
Price: Double room: 

12,500-16,500,  
Aalia villa: 45,000
Getting there: Daily 
Shatabdi Express from 
New Delhi to Haridwar. 
Or catch a flight (daily) 
from Delhi to 
Dehradun (90-minutes  
from resort).

On my first trip to Haridwar I was 

looking forward to an adventure 

and some real R&R. A time to 

reflect on life and be pampered  

a little. But I wasn’t going to find 

this in the hustle bustle of the holy 

town. My destination was 12 km 

outside Haridwar at the Aalia Hotel 

& Resort, run by the friendly and 

ever smiling manager Dheeraj 

Chauhan and his staff. A five-acre 

property with 12 villas on the 

western side of the River Ganga, 

Aalia is an oasis of peace and 

serenity. Perfect for unwinding and 

rejuvenating. The Shatabdi Express 

from New Delhi Railway station is 

a convenient way to get there. 

recommend the Khumb Palak with 

mushrooms, which is to die for. It’s 

creamy and full of taste that bursts 

in your mouth. Chef Vikas, who is 

a Garhwali, made me a lunch with 

local dishes, as I requested. There 

was pumpkin raita, sesame seed 

chutney, vegetables with potato, 

chicken curry, and black lentil dal. 

I soaked it all up with mandua ki 
rotis—a wholesome roti made of 

dark wheat flour that is a staple in 

the Uttarakhand region. I washed 

it all down with a smooth sweet 

lassi. The resort has a full liquor 

menu with foreign and Indian 

spirits.

OTHER FACILITIES
For some real quality, pampering 

try the spa, which has a good 

choice of treatments to rid you of 

all the stress and worries of living 

in a big city. The two treatment 

rooms are clean and a haven to 

escape to. The resort is in the 

process of adding more rooms. 

Free yoga sessions in the morning 

are also a good way to start your 

day. For the more adventurous 

there are ATV rides, safaris in 

Rajaji National Park and river 

rafting on the Ganga. On-site 

there’s an infinity pool by the river, 

play room for kids, archery, 

badminton, football, and croquet. 

The resort also does its own aarti 
in the evening.
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If you want to experience some 

local nomadic Gujjar culture, you 

can take a 2.5 km trip to a village 

in the forest where the Muslim 

community lives. You can also go 

on a trek, bike, or take an ATV. 

The families are friendly and 

ready with tea and snacks to 

welcome you. If that isn’t 

appealing then enjoy a jacuzzi, 

available only in some of the 

resort’s rooms, on request.




